
Good Lawyers 
Ask Good Questions



Sebastian Fox ’27, professional outreach director for the Society 
for Dispute Resolution and member of the Italian American Law Students 
Association, discusses strategy in the ceremonial courtroom.
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What makes a good lawyer?
A: Curiosity and compassion.
A good lawyer doesn’t just know the law, they 
know how to think, listen, understand, and 
ask the right questions. A legal education at 
Quinnipiac Law is not just about mastering rules 
and procedures; it is about cultivating curiosity, 
empathy, and critical reflection. We encourage 
students to consider not only what the law says, 
but what justice demands. Because we believe 
that the foundation of great lawyering is not just 
critical thinking—it is human understanding.



Educating the  
Whole Lawyer
At Quinnipiac Law, we are more  
than just students and faculty. Our  
halls are filled with entrepreneurs,  
world-travelers, part-time workers, 
parents, artists, immigrants, veterans, 
first-generation students, aspiring 
politicians, and more. We bring these 
diverse aspects of ourselves to the study 
and practice of law, cultivating skilled 
legal practitioners who retain their 
personal values and authentic sense  
of self—what we call whole lawyers.

Whole lawyers lead with integrity  
and stay rooted in their values.  
They blend rigorous legal training 
with lived experience to serve  
clients with authenticity and create 
a lasting impact.

We encourage 
students to bring 
their whole selves 
to law school and 
be fully present in 
every moment—
because great lawyers 
aren’t just trained, 
they’re formed.

 
 
 
 

Brian R. Gallini
Dean of the School of Law
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Brianna Logan ’27, a member of the Latinx Law
Student Association and the Business Law Society,
prepares for class in the ceremonial courtroom.

How can one room launch my career?

A: By turning theory into practice. 
Like many spaces on campus, the Brooke A. 
Goff Courtroom is more than just a beautiful 
setting—it’s a hub for experiential learning. It 
also stands as a powerful symbol of what sets a 
Quinnipiac Law education apart. Each element 
of the courtroom is designed to give you the 
practical experience that will launch and sustain 
your legal career. The same is true for every 
dimension of Quinnipiac Law, from coursework 
to externships to bar prep. Because to practice 
law, you first have to practice.
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FROM CLASSROOM TO COURTROOM

When you’re 
guided by big 
questions,  
you uncover 
meaningful 
insights.
Our educational philosophy is simple:  
What you know matters, but how you apply 
that knowledge matters even more. By 
combining theory with practical application, 
we ensure students have the opportunity 
to put what they learn in the classroom to 
the test in real-world scenarios. We develop 
practice-ready lawyers who make a meaningful 
impact in the workplace on their first day. 
Educating the whole lawyer means both 
preparing you with foundational skills and 
inspiring you to deploy those abilities in any 
legal future you desire.

Dive Deep

law.qu.edu/programs

We offer 5 dual-degree 
programs and 9 legal 
specialties. See the full 
program list on our inside 
back cover or online.

What can 
you study?
Our curriculum is expansive. 
Outside of traditional areas 
such as employment and 
criminal law, we have courses 
in areas you may not have 
considered, and we continually 
evolve our offerings. The law, 
after all, is ever-changing.

Visual Persuasion
A picture is worth a thousand 
words. Learn how visual 
aids, like art, advertisements, 
and dioramas, can support 
persuasive case-making.

Video Game Law
Video games constitute  
one of the fastest-growing 
media industries in the past 
few decades. This course 
covers legal concepts in 
the fields of video game 
development, publishing, 
esports, and streaming.

Space Law
What are the regulations 
concerning space debris? 
How do we determine the 
governance of extraterrestrial 
colonies? As humanity 
extends our reach to the 
stars, we encounter new 
legal frontiers.

Therapeutic Jurisprudence
Interacting with the legal 
system can be stressful. 
This course prepares you to 
support the mental wellbeing 
of clients.

Historic Preservation
What responsibility do we 
have to protect the past? 
What sites are suitable to 
preserve? What happens 
at the intersection of 
aesthetics, politics, and the 
law? This course examines 
reasons for and against 
historic preservation with a 
special focus on sites in and 
around Connecticut.
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Millie VandenBroek, associate dean 
of career development, meets with 

a student in the library.

Building 
Bridges 
to Success
Just as important as understanding legal  
theory and doctrine is learning what it means  
to do the work of a lawyer. Our three-part Bridge 
to Practice program places the concepts from your 
classroom experience into a true-to-life context. 
From the start of the 1L year, students learn directly 
from practicing lawyers and judges, giving them 
real-world insight into the experience of legal 
professionals from a wide range of practice areas.

Bridge to Practice gives you a head start on 
the learning that often takes place on the job, 
preparing you to accelerate your career upon 
passing the bar. From building a solid first-year 
professional foundation through post-graduation 
bar preparation, the program creates a seamless 
pathway to professional success. 

Bridge I: Foundations
In Bridge I, you will build 
fundamental professional 
skills, legal research abilities, 
and a strong academic 
foundation. Coursework and 
small group activities with 
1L peers will help shape your 
professional identity and 
provide the essential career 
planning support that will 
prepare you for success in 
law school and beyond.

Bridge II: Applied Learning 
and Bar Preparation
Through a combination of 
experiential learning and 
foundational coursework, 
you will deepen your 
readiness for practice and 
lay the groundwork for bar 
success. Bridge II comprises 
six credits of hands-on 
legal experience alongside 
focused courses that provide 
critical context for navigating 
the practice of law.

Bridge III: Post-Graduate 
Success
The final stage of Bridge to 
Practice provides invaluable 
support between graduation 
and the bar exam. Graduates 
have access to a commercial 
bar review course, along 
with structured study 
environments, wellness 
resources, and simulated 
testing experiences, 
ensuring you have the 
resources to succeed on 
the bar exam and transition 
confidently into practice.
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Passing the bar is a momentous step in every aspiring 
lawyer’s journey, and at Quinnipiac Law, we do not leave 
your success to chance. Our Bridge to Practice program 
integrates targeted bar preparation into your upper-class 
curriculum and extends support into the post-graduate 
period. With personalized resources, dedicated study 
spaces, and a focus on wellness, we empower students to 
approach the bar exam with confidence, clarity, and a 
strategic edge.



Society for Dispute Resolution team members 
Kevin O’Sullivan ’27 and Mia Adduci ’27
present their case in the trial practice room.

When can I get started?
A: Sooner than you think. 
Your legal journey begins the moment you walk through 
our doors. Professional preparation is built into every step 
of your law school experience. After all, your success as a 
lawyer and community member depends on your effectiveness 
in professional settings. Every Quinnipiac Law student is 
guaranteed participation in at least one of our clinics or 
externships. And thanks to Connecticut’s student-practice 
rule, you can represent clients as early as the summer after 
your 1L year. So, are you ready to take the first step toward 
becoming the lawyer you are meant to be?
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PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE

Practical experiences 
will help you build 
your skills, enhance 
your confidence and 
adaptability, and find 
your calling within 
the law.

Alice Rosenthal, assistant dean of 
experiential education, speaks with law 
students Micaela Rufus ’26 and Lauren 
Arthenayake ’26 in the law clinic. Clinics and Externships

Clinics and externships are where classroom 
learning meets real-world impact. You 
will work under the mentorship of a 
law professor or practicing lawyer and 
contribute meaningfully to actual legal cases 
with real clients, real judges, and real stakes.

At Quinnipiac Law, every student is 
guaranteed the opportunity to participate 
in a clinic or externship, and most students 
elect to take more than one. Whether you 
are drafting a criminal appeal, mediating a 
housing dispute, advocating for a veteran’s 
benefits, or something else entirely, these 
experiences will build your skills, strengthen 
your confidence, and help you discover your 
place in the legal profession.
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Clinic practice areas,  

including everything from 
Mediation and Immigration 

to Tax and Criminal Law.

48,000
Pro bono hours of direct 

legal services provided by 
our clinics over the last 

three years.

350+
Externship field sites to 
choose from across all 
sectors—government, 
judicial, nonprofit legal 

services, private practice, 
and corporate counsel.
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At Quinnipiac, 
students do not 
just study the 
law—they use it to 
make a difference. 
Through clinics 
and externships, 
you will tackle  
real legal challenges 
in areas like 
criminal justice, 
tax advocacy, and 
immigration law.

Impact In Action
Here is a snapshot of some of the ways that  
our students have made a difference:

Immigration After a trial in immigration 
court, clinic students won a grant of gender-
based asylum for a Salvadoran woman and 
her teenaged son whose case had been 
pending for 8 years. Students then obtained 
legal status for her husband, who had lived 
here for almost 25 years.

Privacy One student was integrally 
involved with a multistate project 
coordinating privacy laws, assuring that 
new and upcoming “connected cars” are 
not inadvertently exposing customers to 
privacy concerns.

Prosecution Students with the Prosecution 
Appellate Clinic argued before the 
Connecticut Supreme Court in a prominent 
murder case. The issue on appeal was 
whether the Supreme Court should adopt a 
rule that police must allow a minor to meet 
privately with a parent or guardian before 
interrogating that minor.

Family Law During an externship with 
Lawyers for Children America, a student 
participated in home visits, investigations, 
and various hearings to ensure children’s 
needs were best represented. This included 
attempting to reunite children with their 
parents or finding safer living arrangements.

Cold Cases Student externs at the Cold  
Case Unit of the State’s Attorney’s Office 
examined witnesses at trial and functioned 
as a key part of the trial team on a case of 
first impression in Connecticut. They used 
genealogy DNA evidence to identify and 
convict a defendant of a series of sexual 
assaults committed in the 1980s.In a case in Quinnipiac’s Tax Clinic, 

students worked to overcome procedural 
hurdles and long delays by the Internal 
Revenue Service. Ultimately, the 
client’s case was successfully resolved, 
eliminating over $100,000 in tax liability 
attributable to the client’s former spouse. 
Ross Spano ’25, who was honored with 
the Excellence in Tax Advocacy Award, 
reflected on the experience: “I didn’t think 
that during law school I would be able to 
make such a positive impact on someone 
else’s life. But thanks to the hard work 
of everyone in the clinic, we were able to 
deliver the long-awaited positive news.”
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 I am a personal injury 
paralegal and attend 
Quinnipiac Law part 
time. I often work with 
clients who have no prior 
experience with the law, 
which has reaffirmed  
my commitment to earn 
my JD to help people,  
no matter what area of 
law I ultimately pursue.
Rebeca Serrano ’28
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